
CLUBS/DESCRIPTIONS 
 
AMP Journalism Club  
Moderator-Mrs. Santilli  jsantilli@mccarthyhigh.org 
AMP Journalism Club is the school's online newspaper. AMP is always looking for writers, 
photographers, editors, video interviewers and social media peeps. This is your chance to be a 
part of the school and contribute to our online news site; mccarthyamplified.com. 
 
Art Club 
Moderator-Ms. Hansen  bhansen@mccarthyhigh.org 
The Archbishop McCarthy Art Club is open to any student who loves art and enjoys learning 
about new and fun materials and techniques. Student-lead workshops are created based on 
club members’ interests. Members also prepare and host the annual Fine Arts Extravaganza 
inviting K-8 community and feeder school Arts programs to participate.   
 
Band and other Ensembles 
Moderator- Mr. Lott jlott@mccarthyhigh.org  
 
Marching Band/Drumline is designed to give students the opportunity to learn marching  
fundamentals in a fun and exciting musical setting. Students explore unique styles of 
contemporary musical compositions.  
 
The Marching Band performs with the Drumline. In January, the Marching Band/Drumline 
becomes the Symphonic Band. Students fine tune their playing and listening skills in an 
ensemble setting. Instrumentation includes: Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Trumpet, F. Horn, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba and Percussion.  
 
Band/Drumline is performance based and includes concerts and rehearsals throughout the 
school year. 
 
The Guitar Ensemble studies music for guitar and other string instruments individually and in  
small groups of duets, trios, quartets, and larger ensembles. Students develop and improve 
skills through rehearsal and the performance of chamber music. Students should have their 
own acoustic guitar, ukulele, or bass. The Guitar Ensemble performs throughout the school 
year. 
 
The Jazz Ensemble explores jazz and contemporary literature in various and contrasting styles.  
Jazz Ensemble is designed to build fundamental skills through technical exercises, tonal 
development, and different genres. Students fine tune their playing and listening skills in  
an ensemble setting. Instrumentation includes: Guitar, Bass, Piano/Keyboard, Drum set, and  
Brass/Woodwinds. 
 
The purpose of the TRI-M National Music Honor Society is to inspire music participation, create 
enthusiasm for scholarship, stimulate a desire to render service, and promote leadership in the  
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music students of secondary schools. Candidates are selected from school music students that 
exhibit exceptional scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  
 
Best Buddies 
Moderator-Mrs. Boyd cboyd@mccarthyhigh.org  
Best Buddies® is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer 
movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and 
leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). 
 
Campus Ministry 
Moderator-Mr. Covone ccovone@mccarthyhigh.org 
The goal of the Campus Ministry Program at Archbishop McCarthy High School is to provide our 
students, parents, and faculty with the opportunity to encounter the love of Christ. This is 
accomplished through our Retreat Program, our Community Ministry Service Program, various 
Ministry Clubs, and through participation in the Sacraments and School Liturgies. Our students 
also engage in ministry opportunities offered through the Archdiocese of Miami. 
  
The Retreat Program includes various retreats for each grade. The retreats are primarily led by 
upper-classmen who are selected and trained by our faculty, and focus on encountering Christ 
through our daily experiences with family, friends, and school.  
 
The Community Ministry Service Program forms our students into life-long servants of Christ 
and the Church, through service to our school community and our local South Florida 
community. The Community Ministry Service Program is integrated into our Theology 
Curriculum. 
 
The Ministry Clubs at Archbishop McCarthy High School focus on service to a specific interest of 
students. Clubs include Respect Life, Exceptional Theater Company, Best Buddies, Helping the 
Elderly Live Purposefully, F.I.A.T. school Youth Groups, and more.  
 
As a Roman Catholic institution, we provide our students with the opportunity to encounter 
Christ through Liturgical activities. Weekly Mass is available, and our school community gathers 
monthly to celebrate Mass together. Students serve in both the English and Spanish Liturgical 
Choir and Music Ministries, and as lectors and altar servers. Reconciliation is available weekly, 
and Sacramental Preparation classes are offered. 
 
Cappies  
Moderators-Ms. Quilleon and Mrs. Keegan rquilleon@mccarthyhigh.org    
Cappie students will critique live high school theatre in Dade, Broward and Palm Beach 
counties. Students will submit critiques through the Cappie website and strive to be chosen for 
publication in local newspapers. In the spring, students will vote for top performers and awards 
will be presented at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts in Fort Lauderdale. This is an 
exciting club that encourages writing skills, creativity and the opportunity to have their writing 
published. 
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Creative Writing Club 
Moderator: Mrs. Tewes rtewes@mccarthyhigh.org  
The creative writing club is a great way to collaborate with other authors. The writers take the 
time to work together and create unique pieces of literary genius. They also do community 
tutoring. 
 
DECA  
Moderator: Lydia Stutesman lstutesman@mccarthyhigh.org  
DECA's industry-validated competitive events are aligned with the National Curriculum 
Standards in the career clusters of marketing, business management and administration, 
finance, and hospitality and tourism. 
 
Digital Art Club 
Moderator-Mrs. Santilli jsantilli@mccarthyhigh.org 
The Digital Art Club combines creativity with technology. Students meet once a week to share 
the art they have created on their iPads using an app called pro create. All skill levels are 
welcome. Enjoy workshops that teach how to use different drawing techniques and participate 
in fun drawing challenges. 
 
Environmental Club  
Moderator-Mrs. Arango marango@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Environmental Club is an organization that is devoted to helping preserve the environment. 
Environmental Club's goal is to raise awareness about environmental issues through community 
outreach, environmentally-themed fundraisers, and participation in community events and 
competitions.  
Environmental Club performs the following services: 
helps facilitate increased participation in the school recycling program   
raises awareness about environmental issues  
participates in beach cleanups  
conducts activities to raise funds for worthy causes  
collects printer cartridges for recycling 
 
Fashion Club 
Moderator: TBA 
This club is for students who are interested in pursuing a career in the fashion industry. 
Members will submit designs and ideas to national fashion contests. 
 
Forensics Club 
Moderator-Mrs. Schraeder jschraeder@mccarthyhigh.org  
Archbishop McCarthy’s Speech and Debate club teaches students lifelong skills, oral and written 
communication, critical thinking, organization of ideas, and reasoning.  It cultivates the ability 
to think on your feet and improve your self-confidence. 
The Archbishop McCarthy Speech and Debate team competes in the following events: 
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Lincoln Douglas Debate, Congressional Debate, Extemporaneous, Public Forum Debate, Original 
Oratory, Impromptu, Oral Interpretation, Humorous Interpretation, and Dramatic 
Interpretation. The team is affiliated with the National Speech and Debate Association (NSDA), 
the Florida Forensics League (FFL) and the Catholic Forensics League (CFL), and the Maverick 
invitational. 
 
Paws for a Cause 
Moderator-Mrs. Calder ccalder@mccarthyhigh.org  
Paws for a Cause is a club dedicated to educating students about animals as well as helping 
animals of all kinds through fundraisers, field trips, and guest speakers. Since our inception, we 
have found homes for over 50 animals and raised over $5,000 for charities such as the Humane 
Society and South Florida Wildlife Center. We welcome students in all grades. 
 
H.E.L.P. Club 
Moderator: Ms. Quinones squinones@mccarthyhigh.org  
The H.E.L.P. club volunteers their time to visit the elderly in nursing homes. Members visit 
bimonthly and organize activities to do with the elderly. Students really make a difference in 
brightening the days of the local homes. 
 
Interact Club 
Moderator-Mr. Sandoe psandoe@mccarthyhigh.org 
The Interact Club is a community service organization affiliated with Rotary Club of 
Davie/Cooper City. Students meet after school every other Wednesday to work on service 
projects that impact the local, national and international communities. Additional off campus 
service projects are planned on a project by project basis depending upon community needs 
and opportunities. 
 
International Culture Club 
Moderator: Raquel Rios rrios@mccarthyhigh.org 
This club works together to create awareness of the many cultures we have within our school 
and our country. The club focuses on finding ways to bridge the gap between various cultures. 
They have meetings that focus on the cultural foods from various regions and then take a 
virtual tour of the country. 
 
International Thespian Society  
Moderators-Ms. Quilleon and Mrs. Keegan rquilleon@mccarthyhigh.org  
International Thespian Society (ITS) has been working since 1929 to honor excellence among 
students of theatre and support the work of theatre educators. Originally focused on theatre in 
high schools, ITS has in recent years broadened the scope of its mission to embrace the concept 
of theatre as an instrument of lifelong learning and has expanded its membership to include 
students and teachers in middle schools, and college students preparing for careers in theatre 
education. 
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The Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy ITS Troupe 6164 is an award winning program that over 
the years has won over 100 superior ratings, 4 critics’ choices, was chosen to bring our 
mainstage play to states, and has received several first place ratings; best actor and best actress 
awards for our one act at a district and state level. We compete in every category including 
monologues, solos, duet acting and singing, small and large group ensembles, and a one act 
play. This is a wonderful learning experience for any student interested in the theatrical arts. 
 
Key Club  
Moderator-Mr. Lobermann jlobermann@mccarthyhigh.org 
Key Club is an international student-led organization which provides its members with 
opportunities to provide service, build character and develop leadership. It is a student-led 
organization that teaches leadership through service to others. Members of the Kiwanis 
International family, Key Club members build themselves as they build their schools and 
communities.  
 
Link Crew 
Moderator-Mrs. Chriswisser and Mrs. Curtis mchriswisser@mccarthyhigh.org and 
ccurtis@mccarthyhigh.org  
Link Crew is a high school transition program that welcomes freshmen and makes them feel 
comfortable throughout the first year of their high school experience. Built on the belief that 
students can help students succeed, Boomerang Project’s proven high school transition 
program trains mentors from your junior and senior classes to be Link Crew Leaders. As positive 
role models, Link Crew Leaders are mentors and student leaders who guide the freshmen to 
discover what it takes to be successful during the transition to high school and help facilitate 
freshman success. 
 
Liturgical Music 
Moderator-Mr. Luongo aluongo@mccarthyhigh.org 
This clubs meets to practice music for the upcoming Masses. They also participate in a 
Christmas concert each year. 
 
Liturgy Club 
Moderator-Mr. Covone ccovone@mccarthyhigh.org  
The mission of the Liturgy Club is to plan, coordinate, and conduct liturgies and para-liturgical 
activities which provide opportunities for our school community to experience God's gifts of 
grace and love. Among the activities of the club, students set up the worship space, and serve 
as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, lectors, ushers, and altar servers at our monthly 
school Masses. 
 
MAVNEWS 
Moderator-Mrs. Stutesman lstutesman@mccarthyhigh.org 
The MAVNEWS club works daily to create our MAVNEWS show for each school day. They work 
in the studio in various roles as editors, screen writers, journalist, broadcasters, and anchors.  
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Ministry of Mavericks 
Moderator-Mr. Stewart mstewart@mccarthyhigh.org  
Affectionately known as the Harry Potter Club, the club prides itself in upholding all of J.K 
Rowling’s Pillars of Potter: Friendship, Tolerance, Laughter, and Love. We have movie 
marathons, trivia and games, numerous craft projects, scavenger hunts, a Quidditch 
tournament, various baking events, as well as a club trip, not to mention a whole lot of fun! 
  
Peace and Justice Club 
Moderator-Mrs. VonFeldt mvonfeldt@mccarthyhigh.org  
This club is for students who are interested in pursuing a career as a lawyer or judge. Students 
will participate in mock trials and research trials. 
 
Mav Medicine 
Moderator-Mrs. Simmons ksimmons@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Pre-Med Club is designed for students who are interested in pursuing a career in a medical 
field. We educate students through guest speakers and field trips to places such as Nova 
Southeastern University Medical School. We also raise money for charities such as the 
Leukemia/Lymphoma Society and the Muscular Dystrophy Association. We welcome students 
in all grades. 
 
Model UN 
Moderator: mvonfeldt@mccarthyhigh.org 
Model United Nations, also known as Model UN or MUN, is an extra-curricular activity in which 
students typically act as delegates to the United Nations and simulate UN committees. 
Committees come in both in General Assembly and Crisis format. This activity takes place at 
MUN conferences, either online or in person, which are usually organized by a high school or 
college MUN club. 
 
Respect Life Club 
Moderator-Mr. Covone ccovone@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Mission of the Respect Life Club is to promote the value of all life, from conception to 
natural death. Our students participate in activities such as the National March For Life in 
Washington DC, the National Prayer Chain, our local Walk For Life to benefit the Hollywood 
Respect Life Office, baby care supply drives, Spiritual Adoption Program, Grandparents Mass 
and Breakfast, Respect Life Week on Campus, bake sales, and the Baby Bottle Collection. 
 
Robotics 
Moderator-Mr. Hanrahan shanrahan@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Maverick Robotics Team participates in the VEX Robotics program which is presented by 
the Robotics Education & Competition Foundation. It is the world's largest robotics competition 
with over 12,000 teams participating globally and is the ultimate STEM activity for high school 
students. Each year, an engineering challenge is presented in the form of a game. Students, 
with guidance from their teachers and mentors, use the VEX Robotics Design System to build 
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innovative robots designed to score the most points possible in qualification matches, 
elimination matches and Skills Challenges. In addition to having a great time and building 
amazing robots, through their participation in the VEX Robotics Competition and their work 
within their team, students will learn many academic and life skills. The competition season 
runs from September through April and team members meet daily to work on their robots.  
 
Spanish Music Club 
Moderator-Mrs. Spears gspears@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Spanish Music Club, also known as the Spanish Liturgical Choir, provides students who 
enjoy singing an opportunity to perform in a Spanish choral group. It also promotes friendship, 
sociability, and culture among friends of music. We rehearse Spanish and Latin-American type 
of folkloric music, liturgical music, as well as other appropriate student choices. 
 
Spirit/Pep Rally Club  
Moderator-Mrs. Llovet mllovet@mccarthyhigh.org  
This club helps promote school spirit at Archbishop McCarthy. The club members work together 
to create pep rallies for the sports that are in season. They also motivate the fans at games for 
all sports. 
 
STEM club 
Moderator-Ms. Simmons ksimmons@mccarthyhigh.org 
The STEM Club offers an opportunity for students in any grade to explore the nature and 
behavior of different physical and chemical sciences. Along with these demonstrations, we also 
complete in the annual Science Olympiad at FAU. This competition allows students to 
demonstrate their academic and creative building strategies in the world of science. Meetings 
are every Monday in Room 203 after school. 
 
Step Team 
Moderator-Ms. Quilleon rquilleon@mccarthyhigh.org  
Step Team is an energetic club which performs step combinations/routines during school wide 
pep rallies. Step Team rehearses every Thursday from 2:30-3:30 on the stage in the Student 
Center. 
 
Students Against Destructive Decisions-SADD 
Moderator-Ms. Glick eglick@mccarthyhigh.org  
Archbishop McCarthy SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) is a nationally registered 
chapter that provides students with the best prevention tools possible to deal with the issues of 
underage drinking, other drug use, risky and impaired driving, and other destructive decisions. 
 
Student Ambassadors 
Moderator-Ms. Benitez ibenitez@mccarthyhigh.org  
Student Ambassadors represent the school to visitors and offer service to our faculty and 
administration. Ambassadors are required to attend and assist at designated school functions 
such as Open House, Entrance Exam, parish school visits, tours, College Fair, and other special 
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school events. Prospective ambassadors must satisfy all criteria prior to submitting their 
application materials in the designated application period. Applications process begins at the 
end of the school year to become a member for the following school year.  
The general criteria are: 
Senior or Junior in the year that they serve as an ambassador  
 3.3 simple GPA or higher 
Favorable teacher evaluations 
Approval by the Principal and Administration 
Satisfactory attendance and disciplinary records 
 
Student Government Association  
Moderator- Natalie Portalatin nportalatin@mccarthyhigh.org  
The Student Government Association (SGA), a governing body of elected officers, provides 
students at Archbishop Edward A. McCarthy High School representation, service, and 
encouragement within the school. The SGA provides accountability and leadership for the 
student body by being a voice for every student at McCarthy. Elected positions are President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Sergeant at Arms, Treasurer, and Historian at the School Executive 
Board level and 9th-12th Class Officer level. 
 
Tech Ambassadors 
Moderators-Mrs. Arango and Mrs. Chriswisser marango@mccarthyhigh.org  
Leadership role where members assist the Directors of Innovation with: 

 hosting visits from apple and other visitors interested in technology implementation  

 training fellow students, McCarthy faculty, and members of the community on the use 
of technology  

 work within our community to implement technology effectively and responsibly 
 
Technology and Media Club  
Moderator - Mrs. Henderson chenderson@mccarthyhigh.org   
The mission of the Tech & Media Club is to promote new technology in the school by providing 
demonstrations and workshops to its members and to the entire school population.  The Tech 
& Media Club also plans an educational trip annually in the spring to help enhance the club 
members in the advancement of technology and its practical use. 
 
Ted Ed Club 
Moderator: Mrs. Welch dwelch@mccarthyhigh.org  
Ted Ed Club is a club where we learn about a wide range of topics and share our unique 
perspectives and ideas about anything. We speak about topics ranging from Biology to the 
Economy, whatever your heart desires, and every member of the club will get the chance to 
collaborate on a Ted Talk to be posted on the Ted Ed YouTube Channel. 
 
W.I.S.E. 
Moderator-Ms. Medina imedina@mccarthyhigh.org  
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W.I.S.E is a club about women inspiring women. The W.I.S.E. Club works locally in the 
community to help young ladies learn about becoming future leaders. Morals and values are 
discussed, and activities to encourage our young women take place throughout the school year. 
 
 
HONOR SOCIETIES lmoss@mccarthyhigh.org  
FLORIDA LAW HONOR SOCIETY OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS  
INTERNATIONAL QUILL AND SCROLL HONOR SOCIETY 
INTERNATIONAL THESPIAN SOCIETY 
MU ALPHA THETA 
NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL ENGLISH HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL FRENCH HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL SOCIAL STUDIES HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY 
NATIONAL SPEECH&DEBATE ASSOCIATION 
SCIENCE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
TRI-M MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY 
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